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SUBJECT: CHINA CELEBRATES ALBANIAN LIBERATION ANNIVERSARY 

REF: HONG KONG 13134 

1 . DESIRE TRADITIONAL CHINESE HIGH-LEVEL MEDIA TREATMENT AND 
LEADERSHIP TURNOUT FOR THE 32ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION 
OF ALBANIA, SIGNS REMAIN OF A COOLING IN PRC- ALBANIAN RELATIONS. 

AS IN THE PAST FEW YEARS, A PARTY VICE-CHAIRMAN YEH CHIEN-YING, 

LED THE CHINESE TURNOUT, AND THE ANNIVERSARY WAS MARKED BY A 
PEOPLE S DAILY EDITORIAL. HOWEVER, NEITHER THE EDITORIAL NOR 
THE SPEECH GIVEN BY PRC MINISTER OF ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES FANG YI AT THE ALBANAIN AMBASSADOR'S 
RECEPTION MADE REFERENCE TO THE 7TH CONGRESS OF THE ALBANIAN 
PARTY OF LABOR (APL), CONCLUDED EARLIER THIS MONTH. BY CONTRAST, 
FOLLOWING THE 6TH APL CONGRESS IN 197 1 , BOTH THE PRC EDITORIAL 
AND RECEPTION SPEECH FOR THE LIBERATION ANNIVERSARY GAVE GREAT 
PRAISE TO THE CONGRESS' CONCLUSION, THIS SEEMS A FUTHER INDI 
CATION OF CHINESE CONCERN WITH THE 7TH CONGRESS, AT WHICH ALBANIAN 
PARTY LEADER ENVER HOXHA MADE NO MENTION OF THE NEW CHINESE 
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TO HOXHA IN THE EDITORIAL AND MINISTER S SPEECH ONLY AS 
"COMRADE", THATER THAN ZGREAT LEADER", THE USUAL APPELLATION. 

2. THE POEPLE' DAILY EDITORIAL WARNED THAT ANY ATTEMPT BY 
SOCIAL-IMPERIALSIM TO SOW DISCORD BETWEEN ALBANIA AND CHINA 
AND RESORT TO SABOTAGE:" WILL BE FUTILE". AN APPARENT REFERENCE 
TO THE RECENT SOVIET OFFER TO ALBANIA TO RESTORE BROKEN RELTIONS. 
MOREOVER, THE FACT THAT THE PRC MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES MADE THE RECEPTION SPEECH, AND THAT 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE LI CHIANG LED THE CHINESE TURNOUT 

FOR THE 27TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SINO-ALBANIAN 
DIPLOMATIC RELTTIONS NOVEMBER 23, SUGGESTS THAT THE CHINESE 
ARE TRYING TO HIGHLIGHT ECONOMIC RELATIONS BEWTEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

3. COMMENT: THE CHINESE, IT SEEMS TO US, WOULD PREFER TO 
MAINTAIN CLOSE TIES WITH THE ALBANIANS, BUT THE LATTER APPEAR 
UPSET WITH THE RECENT FALL OF SEVERAL CHINESE LEADERS WHOM 
THE ALBANIANS HIGHLY REGARDED. THIS HAS PRODUCED SOME UNEASE 
IN BILATERAL RELATIONS BUT THIER COMMON INTRESTS WOULD SEEM 
TO DICTATE A REASONABLE LEVEL OF CONTINUING COOPERATION. 
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